ACT   I                         EXILED                            IOji

SIR CHARLES. All right, Foster. Better get back to the mare
If I want help with this fellow, I've got lots handy. [To the CHAUF-
FEUR.] Stand by, Gossett.

[The HEAD GROOM salutes and goes out into the ball; the
CHAUFFEUR comes nearer the TRAMP.

TRAMP. [To the immaculate CHAUFFEUR] Are you lousy ?

CHAUFFEUR. [In sheer surprise} I ? No.

TRAMP* Then don't you touch me.

SIR CHARLES, I arn the owner of the mare you lamed.

TRAMP. [With a start} You? Wot's your name?

SIR CHARLES* Sir Charles Denbury. [The TRAMP starts again\
You can ride a motor-cycle, it seems. Not always a tramp, then ?

TRAMP. \Grinnlng\ *Ave it your own way.

SIR CHARLES* Who put you up to this ?

[The TRAMP shrugs his dishevelled shoulders}
Have you searched him, Gossett ?

CHAUFFEUR. [Rather ruefully} Yes, Sk Charles*   Nothin* on him.

SIR CHARLES. How much were you to get for trying to break the
leg of my poor mare ?

TRAMP- Poor ?   She 'as a better life than me, I know.

SIR CHARLES. You sickening brute! The only thing to be said
for you is that those who bribed you are ten times worse. I want
their blood so badly, that if you tell me who they are, you shall go
scot-free.

TRAMP, An* if there ain't none, Guv'nor ?

SIR CHARLES* Bosh 1 Tell me, or go to gaol*

[The TRAMP turns and Is about to dart for the French window*
when Ma, EAST with a swift movement grips his throat from
behind with both bands. The TRAMP gives an astonished
gurgle.

MR* EAST* \JProm behind him} Incline the head slightly, if you
please*

TRAM?* Leggo.   PU stand easy.

Sia CHAHLES. Thank you, Mr. East.

[Ma- EAST pl&tu the TRAMP where he was and removes his bands.

TEAM**, {Turning on bim} You put your *ands on me I

MR. EAST, I regret the necessity.

THAMK TU have the law of you*

Sia CHARLES- Rats!   Was the cycle yours ?

TRAM*. [Grinning Not bieedio* likely!

Sm CHAIUUBS. Where did you sleep last night ?

TRAMP. In Choke*

Sia CHARLES, Come now I Give me the name of the man who
put you up to this.

TRAMP. [Grinmng^ No one put me up to it.